The Truth is out there

JOSEPH FIRMAGE has given up serial
cntrcprmcurship to spread the gospel
of outer-space visitors. BY MARK WILLIAMS

By Joseph Firmaoage

www_ thewordistruth. org
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MEN ARE FROM MARS: Joseph
Firmoge, USWeb's former CEOQ.
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tenwet—Area S, ( ;.II.I, crop« ircles, cattle
mutilations, alien abductions (even, I'm
glad 1o see, one of my ;h'rurn.ll favonites:
UFOs travel from the fut ure; thewr
CITWS are our drwcnd:mt«:ll—.n W |"|| AS

some standard New Age chestnuts.

EXTRATERRESTRIAL
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But remember: Mr. Firmage 1s
brighter than most people. A basic
summary of The Truth doesn’t convey
the ﬂ.lurr of this strange purtidl.:t' of a
text, Une ¢ h.lptr r will be, SAY, 4 SUCCINCt
history of the ULS, u‘llrnigrlu ¢ nu.hutn‘
that could have been written I'ﬂ_l.' a pro-
fessional yjournalist (since | recognized
unattributed quotes from ot her people's
l'-:ml\\. prart uf i prul‘*..t'hiy wals ) !hrn the
next, a long litany of biblical gquotes
with soggily carnest exegeses of how
science and ﬁplnlu;llitj.' are “One”; this
in turn might be followed by conjec-
rures abour vacuum and gran ity rngi-

neering, which, though likely to resem-

ble Star Trek technobabble to lay read-

ers, are within the speculative perime
ter of cutting-edge physics. Mr. Fur
mage .l\kh us to t.‘ll\'t‘ l’Hm u‘ru‘luuh': I\l.‘
has, he reminds us, more credibility to
lose than most UFO cultists.

OK, Joe. () It humans nl.nmgrd 1o
ﬁgulr out ’.:rm'l.ﬂ relatis iy or quantum
mi'rh.mu'\' lﬁ.ﬂht‘l’ﬂ;lt n'.ll fﬂuﬂd.ﬂmnh.
why do we need alien assistance for rel-
atively munor, obvious technologies
like integrated circuits® (2) The first
generation of stars arose more than n
billon YEArs ago 1 ulh*iltgﬂh ¢ wWas
going to evolve and achieve stable civr
lizatwons, it could have done so any time
since then. Why don't astronomers see
signs? (3) People like yourselt and
Frank Drake at the Search for Exrrater-
restrial [ntelligence Institute appar
ently subscribe to a Victornan tallacy
the idea of progressive evolution, which
Darwin himself repected. Nature ex-
hibits no inherent bias toward com-
}‘['I.'I.H\' —thdl i\. ll‘!h*“lgt‘!‘ltt‘—'ut'i]jr'

toward vanation. Even on Earth the
vast majority of successtul lite remains
in the bacterial mode. [t's plausible tha
the machinery of life might emenge
everywhere in the universe, yet ours is
the only world where intelligence has
(briefly) developed.

Finally, Joe, in answer 1o your ques-
rion, Why would so many people claim
encountiers with alii'n.\ 13 thl:'.u.' hadn't
really happened? Because human
beings are hardwired with what biolo-
gists call epigenetic rules: genetically
il\al.l"t‘d .llgm ll.'hnh 1o invent, trans
mat, .lrhl receIve Certamn « u[tur.ﬂ tramns.
Our infantile language-learning abili-
ties and inclination to avoid copulation
with people with whom we've shared
our ﬁrul o 1T‘Iul'lt|h uf Il(t' Are two
prominent examples among 67 1tems
|uh'd by anthrn;uwlugiﬂs ds univrrml
behaviors; others are cooking, cosmol-
ogy, ressdence rules, rehigious rituals,
and propitiations of supernatural enti-
ties. Our religious impulses derive from
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mammalian algorithms for dominance
hiwerarchies that the symbol-forming
human mind, as the biologist Edward
0. Wilson writes, has extended into
abstraction—"hyperdominant if invisi-
ble members of the human group.”

BRUISING MY

RELIGION

The idea that religion is an innate
human drive is provocative. Most
‘n'uplr “uu]d ft“t'l.lll' hislurn .l”j\.’ ¢NT
tablished rt"]igiuln magery but mock
Mr. Firmage's claim that an alien being
robed in light hovered above his bed;
they'd politely bear with the conven-
tion of Easter as the time when a man
rose frul’n I.'h:' dt".ld lmr ridu u]r Mr. Fir-
mage's beliets as the selt-delusion and
poor taste of a faith fabnicated trom sci-h
kitsch and trash culture. But every rels-
gion throughout history has mixed uni-
versal principles with local peculiarities
nf the culture n{ilu RETW SIS }\l"ﬂ]l't' must

use the world as they find it to imagine

higher beings and states. While burning
bushes suthced for a wandering desent
tribe, those immersed in the high-tech
world might expect their angels o
arrive in starships,

Mr. Firmage writes of his spiritual
discontent before conversion, “| | It is
impossible to satisfy religious needs
through matenal purchases.” Indeed, as
someone who could attord more toys at
an early age than most people even
dream ut'. he's w]wrm-m: "[ U ll‘lhl lulull'd
consumerism is no longer a sustainable
institution...l propose that consumers
assert control of the economy and re-
build our economic system to serve non-
pruﬁ[ ﬂf);.ﬁﬁﬂ.‘l‘liruh.u :\h | a‘.ll.tl}'\.l, h!'
plans a codperative electronic-commerce
site w here members will l"l‘ .Il‘lt‘ O pur-
chase any good or service and designate
which leading nonprofit they wish to
receive their share of the site's eamings.

It's interesting. Though Mr, Fir
mage is shghtly crazy—with, maybe, a

juvenile vanity in his craziness—he's

had the imagination to be something
besides a serial entreprencur. If either
his nunpruﬁt ecommernce tﬁﬂ'l.l'l..'l or
physics ideas generate anything viable,
he might have more impact than he
ever would l*i)' fuumling another com-
lt‘t'h

Keynes's prediction that in a time not

pany. Furthermore, consider
so far from now, the markets may have
done their work well enough that we'll

be free to face our “real prnblrm." Is

Joseph Funmgr It'nng “wiwl_v and

agreeably and well™? By his Lights, he's
trying. Perhaps we should stan to think
about what the world might be like
there's that
wealth pnwuiw. not even the distrac-

when such abundance
tion of keeping score, when nothing re-
mains but the incessant, rising sound of
individual people attempring to assen

tlwtr iplntu.‘nl .npn.ltu'mﬂ. -

Mark Williams is the second som of Darth
Vader and lives in Qakland. Write 1o
martered(@ ynn.com.
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