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Sex, sin, and why we behave the way we do.
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to occur, most of the brain's major regions must perform in con-
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genitourinary systems. Meanwhile, neural circuirs located near
the genitals and at the spine’s base carry out processing quite
independently of the brain. Sexual arousal is even more com-
plex in women than in men because it involves mysterious
operations by the hormone estrogen. Finally, human sexuality
is strongly affected by long-term memories, like those of first
love, cultural expectations, and the fetishist’s obsession for
high-heel shoes

In short, although sexual arousal seems straightforward,
it turns out to be the result of such a great number of neurolog-
ical and glandular systems that it can be only a combinatory
pattern. All that we feel, Mr. Medina says, may be only “the col-
lateral fallout of the enormous number of biochemical engines
that must be started to ensure reproduction into the next gen-
eration.” [n a sense, he suggests, it may be that we never actu-

ally experience such a thing as sexual
arousal, at least not as we experience fear,
pain, or other easily isolued biological
mechanisms.

The Genetic Inferno also has interest-
ing things to say about the genetic mecha-
nisms behind Gluttony, Sloth, Envy, Pride,
and Avarice ( m.iking @ COMVIICINnE case that
the biological foundation of greed 1s fear).
Still, the book 15 a patchy read. Mr, Medina
s a rr-u-.ln*h screntist who Itﬂlfl)‘ knows I’ll'\.
stuff and can communicate it most of the
time. Yet he does drag his readers through
redious elaborations of medieval concep-
nons of the seven deadly sins 1wg|r*"-+ng
every chapter with the deliberations of a
hctional classics semunar on Dante's Purga-
torio, which he then somehow relates to
modern genetics and neurobiology. This is
a frustrating book.

As | write this, a wire service has just
reported that a British scientist believes male couples could
conceive their own children. With a technigue called egg
nucleus transfer, the scientist says, male chromosomes could be
inserted into a woman's CRR that has been empt wed of its genenc
material; the egg could then be tertilized with male sperm and
carried to term in the womb of a surrogate mother.

Which brings us to the world of Sex in the Future: The Repro-
ductive Revolution and How [t Will Change Us, by Robin Baker, a
British biologist whose earlier book, Sperm Wars: The Science of
Sex (Basic, 1906), promoted his theory that only a fraction of a
normal male’s sperm were the traditional “fertilizing” variety.
He said two other kinds existed: “blockers,” to keep other men's
sperm out of critical regions of the female reproductive tract, and
“kamikazes,” to attack any foreign sperm they come across. Mr.
Baker offered no solid evidence for his specialized spermatozoa
and their obscure battles, yet he was on much firmer ground with
his evolutionary rationale for why they might exist.
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For various reasons, blood testing for paternity is becom-
ing much more widespread, and it has turmed up some extraor-
dinary data. Mr. Baker says that in some populations, 30 percent
of children are not the offspring of the men who believe them-
selves to be their fathers. In affluent suburbs, that level of mis-
led males drops to as low as only 2 to 4 percent; still, even among
the ultra-straight, one in each couple of dozen kids is calling the
wrong man Daddy. As Mr. Baker's “sperm wars” theory could
not be substantiated, he has retreated to this firmer factual
gruurui. and in Sex in the Future he speculates on how the ex plo-
ston of paternity-testing, alongside various reproductive tech-
nologies, could create a social revolution.

Relentlessly, he outlines scenarios imagining how new
technologies will aid one or the other side in the supposed war
between the sexes. In Mr. Baker's book, women try to get preg-
nant by wealthy, supportive men, and men try to have sex with
as many women as they can without paving. When efficient
paternity-testing becomes ubiquitous, Mr.
Baker assumes, society will solve the con-
flict by legislating a child tax: support paid
by a tather to a mother on a per-child basis.
Simultaneously, he thinks, sperm and egg
banks will make many men opt for steril-
1ization, thereby having children only
when they choose. Cloning, in vitro fertil-
ization, and an arsenal of technologies for
genetic manipulation will render infertil-
ity and age no bar to parenthood—in one
scenario where Mr. Baker tries 1o be par-
ticularly provocative, 4 testcu lar cancer
victim goes so far as to store his sperm in
the testes of male rats With \t'ldl‘h_:"!'.*r.ld
di ll'["-r”"-t ¢ L’t‘ tﬁ'hnulnp_h'.ﬂ l‘lf"'TH'”]h 'l'I_fI"I."
selecting reproductive partners and
genetic traits, people will no longer make
Ihf}' T commission them. Love,

sex, and reproduction will become ever
more distant from one another.

Whereas | wanted to like The Genetic Inferne more than
[ did, I've no compunctions about saying that Sex in the Future
18 a badly written book. Mr. Baker favors the simplistic pre-
sumptions about sociobiology that Mr. Medina criticizes.
And in fact, these presumptions have the same cartoon resem-
blance to reality that we find in the predictions of economic
zealots who cleave to classic efficient-markets theory: in real
life, human beings are rarely as efficiently and unfailingly
self-serving as the theories require. However, given all thar,
today’s news of a potential technique for male couples to con-
ceive their own children mirrors almost exactly one scenario
in Mr, Baker's book. Others, too, seem equally plausible to me.
Mr. Baker—disregarding his crude sociobiology and writing
skills—is onto something.
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