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Privatizing terror

Former political prisoner Harry Wu believes that in Chino, totalitarionism

ond free morkets are not incompatible. By Mark WILLIAMS
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f human suflerimg emitied any guantihable
encrgy or keft any residue, then vast regions
of our planet
people have been consumied in collectiviza

those where great messes of

thon programs, gulags, or killing fhelds
would radiate, Chernobyl-hike, Bot human
patn does ol necessarily keave any trie

Harry Wu's 1;u.t| is 1o record, and thus
miake meaningiol, the 19 years he suffered
in the Chinese labor relorm camps, or lao
i, andd to preser ve the memonies ol Iellow
immates who didn't survive

Mr. Wu backed into his role of witness,
Born W Hongda in 1957, as a Beijing stu
dent he inpudiciously embreaced the Hundred
Flowers movement ol 1956-57, whaen the
Chinese Commumist Party proclaimed a
new tolerance of heterodox political openon
Mr. Wu criticized the Soviet suppression ol
the Hungarian uprsing and in 1960 was
sentenced 1o “redéducation through abor”
When he was rebeased in 1979, he tound that
hus family had been destroved by Maos Cul
tural Revolution. e 1983, Me Wo saw 45 con
victs publicly executed outside a provincial
city. “1 beggan secking more information
about mass executions, he writes in Trow-
blemaker. Such executions, he bearned, were
a monthly event in every province in China
"Multiply 2,300 municipalities by an aver-
age of 20 executions a maonth and multiply
. Mr. Wu determined
1o leave the countr !:.,.md |'|}' the end of 1985,
|1:'1Ln!1.wr;l.:lgk'd.u1um-.mru-lul‘l Berke-

that number by 12.

ley as a visiting student in geoscience
In America, Mr. Wu may have thought he
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was beginning an existence unconnected
with the laogai. But he was maddened by
how effectively China's rulers had suppressed
any knowledge of what he calls "the largest
concentration camgp system in human his
tory.” He began to speak out and
in 1992 published Laogar: The
Chinese Gulag. It was austerely
uncmotional —a scholarly work
whose aim was o provide i
refutable proof of the existence
and extent of the reborim camps.
But the book had s sub
merged drama: its sppendixes
included a recent photog mph
of the author standing out
side Tuanhe Farm, where he
Was M I'I!I‘.-'I'I!i\-l.ll'lt'l.l. Jl!ld
the afterword wld readers
that v the summer of %W,
alter his text had been set for printing, he
had twice reentered the Po 'pln"- Ht.‘[‘ul‘alh,_

In 1994, by then Harry Wu and an Amer
ican citizen, the author embarked on the
popular crusade that has made him famous,
publishing Bitrer Winds: A Memaorr of My
Yeurs i Chuna’s Gulag. He became a man
who could find common cause with both the
AFL-CIO and the conservative Hoover In
stitution, who would go on 60 Mies and
The Charlie Rose Show, who would write with
the help of a ghostwriter who previously col
laborated with Loretta Lynn and Barbara
Mandrell —whatever it took 10 build popu-
lar vutrage about China's atrocities.

Yox populi

Troublemaker, Mr. Wu's Latest book, is his
mast demotic vet. As a literary document,
it is without scruples. Mr. Wu's arrest inside
(hina in 1995

spving, subjected to a mock trial, forced

when he was charged with

give a mock confession, and deported in
time for Hillary Clinton’s visit 1o Beijing for
the United Natwons Conference on Wormen
serves as a counterpoint 1o the story of the
rest of Mr. Wu's lie, till it seems only the cheap
sound track s missing,
In a fairly typical sec
non, Mr. Wu describes
himsell as “the immi
grant trying to make
himself understood.
Fhis 1s who | am. | have
just arrived. | want 1o tell
you about the camps in
China” Long stretches of
Troublemaker, it must be
saicl, are poorly wrinten by
almost any standard. One
oftended reviewer of the
book warned Mr. Wu of the
dangers of diluting his moral message for
the mass media. But fastidious distaste for
the mass media isa luxury that Mr. Wu can-
not afford. He“cannot forget.” and he wants
to make sure that we don't either

Humen copital

Here, bricfly, are the facts of China’s camps.
Ihe total number of prisoners in the Nazi
concentration camps was approximately 13
million. The Sovicts’ camps contained
probably 13 million 1o 20 million. But in the
last 40 years, perhaps 50 million people
have been sentenced 1o the Chinese labor
camps, and 16 million to 20 million are still
confined. Moreover, while from the 1950s 1o
the 1970s the Chinese modeded their system
on the Soviet gulag, they have since far sur-
passed their mentors in making slave labor
profitable. The largest of today’s laogai are
the size of multinational corporations

and nearly as profitable. Under Deng
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Xiaoping, the camps have effectively been
privatized as their commandants distribute
profits among themselves and their emphoy -
ees alter paying the state its cut, Among the
creepier benchits of the profit motive: sungi-
cal vans that wait as prisoners are executed,
then rush away with harvested organs,
China, atter all, has no demaographic
deficit. Historically, the world's most densely
populated civilization has also enjoved its
longest tradition of successful autocracy:
the major dynasties remain unnvaled n
terms of the size of the state they ruled and
the efficacy of the Confucian philosophy
that codified all human relations within
their borders. The Chinese Communist
Party mercly assumed the role of the impe-
rial administration. Today, China’s dissi-
dents analyze the party's potential fall in the
context of the ancient pattern of dynastic
decline accompanicd by peasant rebellion.
Ieng, when he explained the decision to un-
leash the army in Tananmen Square, was
also thinking m these terms: “As soon as

civil war breaks out, there will be rivers of
blood. . . . local warlords will spring up
everywhere, production will plummet,
communications will be severald. ... " In
China, the word for chaos, luin, carmes far
greater resonance than its Enghish equiva-
lent, for luan at its worst means utter disas-
ter. The Chinese government maintains
order but does not conceal that a certain
number of people may sufler and die:a gov-
ernment monopoly everyone mist accepl.

No correlation

“Capitalism must never be equated with
democracy,” M. Wu writes in Trowble-
mrker. “This s a very American beliel—
that making money produces freedom and
justice and equality. . . . My homeland is
mired in thousands of years of rule by one
bully at a time, whether vou call him em-
peror or chawman ™ Mr. Wu doesn't believe
China’s economic growth means that the
country will evenmually enjoy a tree mar-
ketplace of ieas. He doesn't believe China's
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newlound capitalism and participation in
whobal markets means it s on the road 1o
full democracy. Why not?

Try this. Bay Networks, a producer ol
hardware to direct Internet traffic.is a part
ner in the China Internet Corporation, a
Beijing-backed project 1o create a Ching-
size Web that will exist separately from our
own, largely American, World Wide Web.
Globalstar, a satellite telecom network, has
signed a contract with China for 1998, when
Cilobalstar’s system will bounce calls off its
satellites and back down to choke points in
China, where security forces can monitor
lines and punpoini mobile phone users.

Mr. Wu suggests that a new lorm of so-
cial order, some pitiless hybrid of totalitar-
wnmism and capitalism, is emerging in his
homeland. And given the facts, whatever ex-
treme experience may have prejudiced his
views, who would say that he is wrong? B8

Murk Williams is a scwence writer lving m
Berkeley, Caltfornm, who—mmprobably, we

sulrnnit —does not lwive an evmail address.
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