PRINT

Choose Valhalla for the posh new digital-age address.

By Joel Kotkin
242 pages, Random House, 323

EAR THE END of Saul Bellow's novel The
I Adventures of Augie March, an aged aristocrat
| down on her luck cries, “But | am not other
people, This is I:.npprn1ng to me!"”

As | thank about San Francisco roday, that old lady comes o
mind. Forty-something yuppies are bitterly floeing the city, un-
able to handle soaring real estate values creared by their pre-
sumptive heirs, the dot commers. Younger whites, who'd
flocked from thruu}:hnur America to live bo-
hemian lifestyles in the erstwhile Beat and hip-
I:Ht i JIHL-I, ATE T pi.nn o I.'lr.tl,.uh.. Rec rnll\'_
a free weekly newspaper deplored how hun-
l.!rl‘d\ I.FI‘- ]l"l J|- fim k !urld\. T I.-‘!"i'r"lﬂ rtF.'!]fd
trom thew warehouse rehearsal spaces. One in-
TErY W, a Trast fulni kud who was l.hsnﬂ the
space where, in the mid-"g0s, he'd spent his in-
hertance mstalling a rec arding studio, told the
“1his

reporter i g real-libe story.” In other

words, this is happening to me—and never
mind that the Yuppies and the trust-fund lad's
generation are being expelled by the dot com-

mers lu"l.-oll.‘l-'\- 4%, 1N previous dl:"l,-l.l.i#\. ‘h‘.‘?‘

(566 74 Hhy

|

attractions of any given place become more significant.

Three types of places, he claims, will attract the techno-
logically skilled and upwardly mobile: urban centers like New
York and Los Angeles, where media-related activities will
flourish; “nerdistans,” which is the name Mr. Kotkin gives to
high-end suburbs thar don't suffer the heavy commuter traffic
and commercial blight now plaguing older suburban regions
like the San Fernando and Silicon Valleys; and “Valhallas”
which are scenic, rural locales like Vail, Colorado, where the
rich can have ranch estates.

Three other types of places, Mr. Kotkin continues, will
be losers in the digital economy: old-style urban manufactur-
ing centers like Detroit; those suburbs of the East and Mid-
west that, having witnessed the flight of businesses and the
middle class, are basically suburban slums;
and rural communities throughout the
South, the West, the Great Plains, and Ap-
palachia, which rely on agriculture or lumber.

This isn't exactly news. At one poin,
Mr. Kotkin does write that one solution for a
community is to support those institutions
unigue o itself, hailing Detroit's Charles H.
Wright Museum of African American His-
tory and Cleveland's Rock and Roll Hall of
I'J"-II' 4% ‘-‘I!Ht-ﬂ-f\ n"t"mp'.'\ n fhr!‘ \!“'rl-;li‘“.
Indeed, along such lines one can énvision
that in 20 years, New York might remove the
antiseptic Disneyhed mall presemtly in

drove out the ltalian Amernican, Insh Ameri-

Tumes Square and recreate the uniqueness of

can, and African American families who onee

inhabated San Francisco,
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the area that existed pre—-llun;lniph Giuliani.
- Wouldn't both the commercial and cultural

Simultaneously, San Jose, California’s government has rub-
ber-stamped Cisco Systems’ plan for a giant new campus in
Coyote Valley, south of the city's sprawl. Today, flocks of birds
wheel above the valley's open fields and a few scruffy lumber
vards, But later thes year, earthmovers and construction crews
will be preparing the ground for office towers. Uneasily eyeing
what's happened in San Francisco and in San Jose—where peo-
ple carning sqo000 annually sleep on buses and a man carning
sho00 lives in a tratler park—cities in Monterey County have
launched legal suits to block Cisco’s new site, trying to prevent
the arrival of knowledge-economy real estate values in their
backyard. They would probably have as good a chance trying to
stogy the tide from « Omng in.

S0 Joel hotkin should have lots 10 write abour in his new
book, The New: ( ;.‘:-Iur.ia,'llllf.‘: Hosis the U‘Trr.l.f Revolution Is Hr!;‘m.r-
ing the Amervican Landscape, Moving beyond those digital pundits
who say the Internet is making where we live unimportant, Mr,
Kotkin poants out that, au contraire, it 18 prec i-..rl-_r because p«rnplr
now can set up businesses where ever they want that the specific
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life of the city receive an immense boost from the effort re-
quired by a detailed reconstruction of the old porn theaters and
the West 4and Street sex shops, peep shows, and massage par-
lors? Admittedly, trained city workers may initially be re-
quired to perform all those now-obscure historical functions,
but the hookers could be outsourced easily from the civil sector.

Meanwhile, Mr. Kotkin has offered us nothing new in
The New Geography. Yet it’s not as though anybody traveling
this country can't see vast shifts occurring in our landscape,
There are all sorts of large questions. As Americans become
cither knowledge workers or service workers, will we also live
in geographic segregation? If not, why not? Me, Kotkin flies
past such questions. This is a disorganized book with no clear
ideas or intent, seemingly written at this length only to fulfill
a contract. ¥
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