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A surrealist maonifesto

21st Century Internet's Robert H. Reid profiles the
entrepreneurs who wove the Web. By Mark WILLTAMS

Architects of the web: 1,000 Doys
That Built the Future of Business
By Robert H. Reid

Introduction by J. Neil Weintrout
John Wiley & Sans
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ow many surrcalists does i ake o

screw ina lightbulb? Three. You need
one o hold the givatle, one w pile the
brightly colored machine tools in the bath-
by, vl | Netl Wiennt vt to e
pln that— vou leok at the
i picture— this is the best of
all posssibibe workds

A T Herrine's offices.

Me Wemntraut s fondly kniwen
as " Surcal L Neill™—a ~phio
o contation of 21 st Cen
tury Internet Venture Part
ners cheery managing hondw
with a local singer. Surreal
Nedl ol Super Diamond, The
name was suggested by M
Weintraut's fantastic optimism about the
Net. At Tue Herrixa, when we need a
quote defending the price/earmings ratio
of an Internet “concept” stock, we call up
Surreal | Neil. Mr. Weintraut is the maost fer
wid tand, i mast be moted, the most affa-
ble | vouce among those who beliewe that the
Internet’s possibalities have not been suffi-
Crently hyped.

Come to Dada

So when Architects of the Web by Robert
HL Rewd —Me Weimtrau's colleague at 2151
Century Internet —arrived at our offices,
there was a collective rubbing of editorial
hands. And after reading |. Neil's 32-page
introduction, our instinet scemed con

firmed. Consider, for example, the lollowing
instance of syntax-fracturing prose—
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merely | Neil dearing his throat: " The sur-
wal hy per-speedfhappening/different vir
tual workd of the virtual world .. _its un-
canny and intrinsic nature o warp or
obviate experienced-built knowledge,
principles, and concepts—is unlike any-
thing mankind has experienced at least in
this century, if not in all time. .. " Here,
among the piles of Internet-related hype
and I'“.-I"Hl' shiweded Toe Henrrine's way
every muonth, would be a book-length doc-
ument of unigue oddness.
Fhe assumption was that
Me. Reid, | Neil's good right
hand, had written the surre
alist manifesto. Great fun
would be had reviewing it.

Well guess whan?

his reviewer found himself
chuckling a couple of times,
but o was usually ar a well
turned phrase that Mr. Reid
had brought off. Some of the
earlier chapiers are less than
rippy, revealing the strain of hard labor,
but better such diligence than the echoing
wf technobusiness clichés— especially
when Mr. Reid’s motive for authorship is,
one must guess, adding another notch 10
his curriculum vitae as a venture capitalist.
Bt should Mr, Reid ever tire of that life, he
seeis o possess enough journalistic tal-
et that he could even write for Tie Rep
Hexnixa and command the princely fees
it pavs its freclancers.

Architects begins by pumping up
Netscape'’s Marc Andreessen: predictable,
and of course we now know better, But its
second chapter covers Rob Glaser, CEO of
Progressive Networks, working to make
Internet audio and video viable without T1
lines, and committedd 1o the idea that more
than lip service will be required if the

disenfranchised are not to remain so in the
Intermet age. Next is the Java/Marimba
story with Kim Palese, one that's still cool
1o read, Then Mark Pesce, the origimator of
VRML—not even an entreprencur any-
more, and the most visionary of the lot,
Ariel Poler and Wb advertising, Jerry Yang
and Yahoo, HotWired's Andrew Anker
represents Web publishing, and this re-
viewer (who assumes the parent maga
zine's readership are bank clerks in Des
Moines wanting to feel down with the dig-
ital revolution) finished the HotWired
chapter with slightly more respect for
Wired's online strategy. Last is CNet's
Halsey Minor, the very model of a modern
major entreprencur and the owner of the
miost respected brand on the Net.

Ripe for o sequel

These aren’t profiles on the literary level of
Tive New Yorkier, If Archintects were a movie,
Joe Bob would give it three or four stars
and tell you 1o check it out, Me. Reid has
turned in a serviceable piece of journalism
that won't cheat its imended audience, Of
course, because of the nature of the con-
tinuing transformations it describes, in
two years' Lime its inferest value will be
maostly historical,

Or, as Surreal ). Neil phrases it in the in
troduction: “In the same manner that the
world we live inis attributable o a major
meteorite collision with the carih (which
transformed our workd from its prn'inm
era of the dinosaur ), the Internet is o mod-
ern-day mcteorite noteworthy not only be-
cause of itself, but rather because of the new
world resulting from its aftermath.” we

Mark Williams is @ science writer living in
Oxiklearsd who—despite the managing cui-
tors piteous entreatics—doesit have an
email aedidness,



