Chuck D’s scientists

A white professor orgues thaot todoy’s cult of block
athleticism is part of o long tradition of rocism.
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s Cartwright, an antebellum southermn
physician, diagnosed a mental disease of
skwves that he called drapetomania: victims
suflerad from an insanc desare o run away
Fronm their masters, In 1869, a British dog
o, Jokin Davy, tobd an andience
that, contrary o many con

lemporary images ol the
African as enfechled, “the av

has muscles as

erage Megro |
well developed as any Euro

I_'h.'.lll“ Wherenpon one lis-

tener liwk |,-.._|_|_~| jon on the "

grounds that he had never
seen a Mack run. In 8, ELLY

Cope, Americas leading

gist and evolution

leombol
ary hinlogist, fulminated
“The highest race of man cannot attord 1o

lose . ., the advantages it has acgquired . ..

by mingling its blood with the kewest. . ..

Wot only is the mind stagnated, and the lite
of mere living introduced in its stand, bt
thie PI“-.‘-:I'."LI”.'I' of resurrection is rendered

doubiful or impossible”
Living in the past

Nearing the millenmium, in the era of the
MNet and the Human Genome Project,
voices are claiming {once agiain ) that this is
the end of history as we have known it=

that, for instance, the old determinisms of
racialism are burning themselves out, Bul
by lohn

readers of Darwin’s Athletes by

Hoberman may find themselves contem

[HLETES

plating the words of William Faulkner
“The past isn1 dead—it's not even past.”
Darwin’s Athletes provis atmwely argucs
that Amiericas Current slereonty [I'i1l:l.' o h'-h:k
athletes is little more than a continuation
of the racist tradition that has long em
}':1:,1-\.|.'|,';| blacks’ physicality as concomitant
with limited intelligence. [arwin once

speculated that™an animal prissessing el

size, strength, and ferocity” would proba
Ialy fail 1o evolve the*higher mental quah

ties” necessary for civilized life. Charles
Surray and Richard Herrn-
stein, authors of The Belf
Curve, cite“the dominance of
many black athletes” as the
\.Il'ltjlr Alrican-American
achieverment they can think of.
Canadian l,?"-\.l_l!l.'ilﬂ_ﬂl‘\-t and
perostessor | Phalippe Rushion is
more overt. [na 1989 inlerview
o the Gerabido Rivera show, he
sudd, “Fven if vou take some-
thing like athletic ability or sex

wality, its a trade-ofl: more

or more penis. You con't have every
thing.”

writers describe white players in terms of in-

Meanwhile, sporlscasters i nid SpWirts

telligence, will, integrity, and work ethics
hacks arc 1|\||,|'|5.' ||'.t'l!|,'|| in terms of brawn
and natural ability. One survey of the
1988 -89 season nated that B0 percent of
commentators references o 1u-II.!'r"I-.1 plavs
were about blacks. Television images af

white coaches in corporate-| wking jackets

IF-edve \u.'ql

and ties directing their sweaty, h
|~i.a-.'1'| % COMVEY the semse of an almost colo
nial hierarchy

Mr. Hoberman, a white professor at the
University of Texas, uses a detailed .tlu::l s1%
of odav cilt of black athleticism only

as his starting point. The midsection of

Dharwinrs Athletes documents how two den-
turies of the pscudoscience of Caucasian
I."'Il'!.\iulll:_":ll..ll SUPTETacY and consequent
black inferiority modulated into the con
cept of black physiological overdevelop
ment and consequent mental inferwority
that is favored by modern racisis.

Mr. Hoberman
African-

The urgent problemn

claims, is the damage that
Americans have done o themselves by
,,.;:1-;.1h.,|r._'|1i,|;',lg_'L in this cult of black athlet
icism and “the compensation fantasics
that a racist white society is only too
happy 1o play along with” He maintains
that blacks' exclusion from other paths to
high achievement has encouraged them
to confer nearly messianic status on “race
heroes” like Jack Johnson, lackie Robin

som, and Jesse Uhwens.,

Fueling onti-intellect

Meomar, S0 vears of integrated sports hav ill!;
shown that whites may indeed appreciai
black athletes without acquiring much
black
African-Americans fregquently continue to
focus on athletic ability as the primary
symbol of their endeavors and 1o view the
Thus, a hlack

liking for their fellow citizens,

world through its lens

The outhors of 'The Bell
Curve’ cite 'the dominance
of many bleck athletes’

as the single African-
American achievement

they can think of.

sportswriter in 1936 tried 10 conflate the
achievements of oo Lous and Albert
Einstein, saving of the great boxer that “he
associates ideas and responds with light

ning-like rapier thrusts about as rapidly
through the medium of mind and muscle
as an Einstein calculates cause and effect
in cosmic theory™ Mr. Hoberman insisis
that this athleticizing of black identity
and a

feeds anti-imellectual  atitudes

disdain for academic achievement that



“Vision:

the art of
seeing things
invisible.”

Johmathan Sadft

are ruinous for Alrkcan-American vouth
facing life in an increasingly knowledge
:1.11:_'1' SOCICTY

T anyvone who sees him as another white

kack-pathology

entran? in “the growin
ns that no black

business,” the author rej

intellectual would write so critically abowm
his people’s sports ixation, and that critics

showld remember “the disaster . . . where

twice as many black woinien as black men

are pursuing degrees, and the number of

plack men receiving Phi)s is actually

1_|_|:|1:4_ 'his comtentious book's fimal ¢ |1.I|‘

ront racial biology directly. Having

TS O
noedd how the terrible ordeals of the Mid
dle Passipe amd slavery have functioned as

theaters of Fantasy into which both whites

and blacks project their eugenics theories,

Mr. Hoberman s against the politi

callv correct antiracisi efforts to decon
struct racial caleporics oF [0 SUppress peer-

reviewed research of biomedical racial



differences. Instead, the future of antiracist
science lies in scrutmmizing the other sade'’s
arguments. But Mr. Hoberman points out
that although differences between individ
wals are far greater than those between
racial categories and that race is impossibile
1o define in 'n.'!1|.l||!. CiMsienl '|'|-1I.1.|'L.1|Il\.'|.!ll.all
rescarchers have litthe question absout these
catepories usefulness for human taxo
nomic purposcs, and docters agree that the
needs of black patients would be poworly
served by the kind of political correctness
that denies racial differences

Blind spot

I'he author of Darwins Athdetes is imelli
gent and thorough, and he delights in
pushing his readers”buttons, This reviewer
feels that he is sincere and has done valu
able work in the process, However, apar
from a few asides about “the largely ume
marked contrast between the behavioral
norms of the quasi-invisible African
Arerican middle class and the highly puly
Iictaed winderclass behaviors that are
pn.'\-l.'llln.'l.l as |L|'|.|I.1-, teerist i ol |"'|.I|._‘:'\.." he

seems unaware how nany l'l'l"I]\llln!.!

Alrwcan-Americans are unenthralled by
the cult of black athleticism.

Muost black American working citizens
feel that they are consistently misrepre
senbed, Neither celebritios nor criminals,
this ordinary class is fovisible, behind
q |1I|I-||h il e IMLIEETY, {11 !|'|-|' |.1| BT na
tiosit, In another comtext, the black writer
Stanley Crouch has written about the “ap-
petite that America has for vulgarity, vio
lence, anad anarchy inside Afro America”
While ianocent of that appetite, Mr, Hober-
man nevertheless underestimates how
many Ik folk—precisely because ool
bepe-cducated block males carn on average
80 percent bess than ther white counter
prirts; previscly becanse housing segregs
tion maeans redlinims, amd redlinim: means
higher home prives; precisely because in
some famihics as many as 12 generations
labored as animate chaitel knivv l|'|.||
h\'..lhh in 1|tL'II cosrraanmaiail bes wall Cosint e
to b e dependent om igh educational
achievement than it is for whites, W

Merk Willfnees Bar si
Ihu.‘.l'u.unl weithoanif
itilefriss,
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